
Social distance 
canvassing guidelines
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Field campaigns consist of knocking doors, face-to-face persuasion scripts and 

gathering signatures. But the world has suddenly changed and so must field 

canvassing. Voters want to meet the candidates so Ecanvasser has guidelines to do 

this safely for everyone. 

A field canvass doesn’t begin on the doorstep. It begins back in the field office where 

canvassers collect their packs, routes and now safety guidelines. It is this preparation 

that will create a safe canvassing environment. 

The content is not intended to be a substitute for professional 
medical advice, diagnosis, or treatment. Always seek the advice 
of your physician or other qualified health provider with any 
questions you may have regarding a medical condition 

DISCLAIMER:

Voters want to meet 
candidates



2 Canvasser Work Practice Controls 
Are staff fully aware and adhere to respiratory              
hygiene & cough etiquette?

Staff should be instructed not to share any equipment they 
may normally use on a canvass, for example pens, mobile 
devices, leaflets, etc.

Are staff familiar with handwashing techniques?                  
More information.

Canvassers should not meet up in groups either before, 
during or after the canvass

Logged record of canvasser route to take place for the 
purpose of contact tracing if required.

Are staff instructed not to canvass if sick?

Training in use & disposal of face masks and gloves is 
essential. More information.

Advise staff not to use public transport if they develop any 
illness during the canvas.

Ensure staff have sanitising gels/wipes & disposal bags to 
bring on the canvass. Staff should also be shown how to 
dispose of the same safely.

Canvassers should not travel together by car unless from 
the same household. If this is not possible then only two 
people per car with both wearing facemasks, not sitting in 
front and cleaning door handles after contact.

Are staff advised to bring minimal personal belongings on 
the canvas?
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IisgnbMfKvI
https://www.cdc.gov/handwashing/index.html
https://www.sfcdcp.org/communicable-disease/healthy-habits/how-to-put-on-and-remove-a-face-mask/
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Let voters know your 
commitment to maintaining 
physical distance 

Candidates and their campaign teams should be 

responsible, professional but also demonstrate 

empathy during these difficult times.



4 On Site Protocols
Explain to voters that you are fully trained on safety 
protocols.

Sanitise hands & equipment after each house call.

Avoid an area if it looks too busy but stay where you can be 
seen. Safe greetings can include a wave, nod or a bow as per 
WHO guidelines

Avoid close contact with others. No handshakes. Avoid 
touching your face.

Distance at least 2 metres from other people. Take an 
obvious step back at the doorway. Be aware that some 
people may prefer to engage with you through a window 
instead of opening the door. 

Two canvassers should not stand together but keep to 
physical distance guidelines.
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The Coronavirus (Covid-19) pandemic 
forced the world into hibernation 
But now as restrictions are lifted Ecanvasser allows you to 
reach out to your community using best practise 
canvassing.  

If you have any questions please do not hesitate                         
to get in touch. 

The Ecanvasser Team


